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"Jane's Fighting Ships" is your essential reference to the changing capabilities of modern navies

and coast guards, their ships and maritime aircraft in service and under construction. There are

authoritative inventories for 164 navies around the world complete with comprehensive details of:

displacement and dimensions, main machinery, speed and range, weapons systems and sensors,

construction and modernization programs, latest operational status and strength of fleet including

sales to other navies. In addition, there is an annual executive overview of naval highlights

worldwide, flags and ensigns, ranks and insignia, senior appointments and personnel numbers. It is

intended for: armed forces, defense ministries, maritime SAR organizations, naval training

establishments, coastguards, marine police, naval weapons manufacturers, shipbuilders, port

authorities, maritime and safety agencies, defense analysts and academics, media.
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When working for the Navy I had ready access to a fairly current edition of JFS from FY76-05.

Efforts to beg, borrow or uh, borrow a more recent edition fell on deaf ears. Now, as a contractor, I

spent my own money to get a factory-sealed book and we've been pleased to use it in the office

ever since. More info than I'd ever need but quite suitable for my USN and FMS needs. (And if I

ever need something to press flowers with, this'll work well!)

Everything I expected from Jane's. Much more enjoyable reading than JAWA.I appreciated the fact



that each weapon system in each ship entry had individual range stats so I didn't need to look it up

individually.

This is the basic source of information on warships. Updated every year and very expensive. It's an

exceptional resource and if you NEED a current copy you probably have one. Otherwise...Here's

how to access this information for a lower cost:- Your library may subscribe- Post-cold war, there

aren't that many changes each year, so copies of 3-5 years old are not totally unreasonable for the

hobbiest- That same library gets rid of old copies- Older copies sometimes appear in the discount

bookstores- An older copy plus the internet sometimes works for information searches- Jane's

website has some of the info available for free- Also check the Naval Institute Press guides, some of

them cover the same material, often cheaper
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